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Detroit URC: 22 Years of CBPR Partnership



Definition of Community-Based 
Participatory Research

ÁCommunity-based participatory research is a
partnership approach to research that:

Áequitably involves all partners in all aspects of the research process; 

Áenables all partners to contribute their expertise, with shared 
responsibility and ownership;

Áenhances understanding of a given phenomenon; and 

Áintegrates the knowledge gained with interventions.



CBPR Partnership Academy: 
Enhancing CBPR Capacity to Promote Health Equity

A 4-year national initiative funded by 
NIH to enhance the use of 
community-based participatory 
research (CBPR) in social and 
behavioral sciences to improve 
health and reduce health inequities.



CBPR Partnership Academy: 
Overarching Goal and Process

ÁOverarching goal: To enhance capacity, 
knowledge and skills for creating, implementing 
and maintaining successful CBPR partnership

ÁAims to increase participation of researchers from 
underrepresented racial and ethnic groups

ÁConducted by experienced Detroit URC 
community and academic partners



Partnership Academy Year-Long Process

Integrated year-long learning for 12 
Community + Academic Partner 
teams per year (3 cohorts)

ÁWeek-long Intensive CBPR Course 

ÁOnline Interactive Forums

ÁCommunity-Academic Mentoring 

ÁGrant Proposal 
Development/Implementation

ÁCommunity-Academic Scholars 
Network

CBPR Partnership Academy
Å Intensive Week-Long Course

Å Online Interactive Forums

Å Expert Mentoring

Å Grant Proposal Development/ 

Implementation

Cohort 1

Cohort 2

Cohort 3



Program Eligibility and Recruitment

ÁTeams of 1 academic and 1 community 
partner

ÁNewly forming CBPR partnership

ÁSupport from applicantsô organization or 
institution to participate in the year-long 
program



36 Teams from 18 States and 2 Tribal Nations
Cohort 1
ÅFlorida

ÅIllinois (2)

ÅMassachusetts (3)

ÅNew York (2)

ÅNorth Carolina

ÅOregon

ÅWashington

ÅOneida Nation (WI)

Cohort 2
ÅCalifornia (3)

ÅKashia Tribe of 
Pomo Indians

ÅGeorgia (2)

ÅHawaii

ÅMinnesota

ÅNorth Carolina

ÅPennsylvania

ÅWashington (2)

ÅWisconsin
Cohort 3
ÅCalifornia (3)

ÅConnecticut

ÅGeorgia

ÅMichigan

ÅMissouri

ÅNew York

ÅNorth Carolina (2)

ÅTexas

ÅWashington



Evaluation Purpose, Approach, & Methods

ÁParticipatory and Formative  

ÁProcess Evaluation

ÁImpact Evaluation

ÁMixed Methods



Week-Long Intensive Course in CBPR

ÁTeam-building kick-off dinner

ÁCBPR principles, partnership 

development, cultural humility

ÁQualitative, quantitative and 

mixed methods using CBPR 

approach

ÁResponsible conduct of 

research



Week-Long Intensive Course (continued)

ÁJoint interpretation, 

application, and 

dissemination of results

ÁEvaluation of CBPR 

partnerships

ÁTrip to Detroit with community 

partners

ÁFinal partnership celebration



Ongoing Learning Activities

ÁLearning Forums

ÁCBPR Partnership Academy 
Network (through an online community)

ÁSmall Planning Grants

ÁPeer Exchange/Feedback



Hands-On Development of a CBPR Partnership


